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“Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, ‘Now I have put my words in your mouth.’”  So it was that a boy named Jeremiah experienced God’s call to him.  So it was that this boy who had not yet lived into the maturity of adulthood himself, who could not yet even begin to grasp the complexities of adult life, nonetheless was called to step into the world of adults, to speak to adults about adult things.  So it was that a boy, who had only boyhood to inform his perceptions of life, would somehow have to make adults take him and his perceptions seriously, would somehow have to convince them that they should listen to what he had to say and take it to heart, would somehow have to convince them to keep on listening when they didn’t like what he was saying, when they heard him accusing them of not being faithful to God, when they heard him speaking a truth they wouldn’t want to hear.  So it was that this boy named Jeremiah was sent to say some hard things to people he loved, not to strangers, not to people of another nation or of another religion, but to people he loved, to the community that had nurtured him, to the family in which he had his own belonging place.
“Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, ‘Now I have put my words in your mouth.’”  So it was that a boy still wet behind the ears, a boy named Jeremiah, was sent to serve as a prophet of Almighty God.  A prophet of Almighty God, this boy whose own community soon would turn against him, soon would hate not just the message but also the messenger:  aren’t you glad that you haven’t been sent to serve that way, as a prophet having to confront people you love, having to tell them that God deems their living shallow and dirty and faithless, a travesty about to be addressed with dire punishment, meted out by an enraged God?  You know, though, there are some Christians who do see that as their calling.  Many of us have first hand experience with their sermons, sermons preached at us because of our theology or sexual orientation or something else they deem despicable.  However, we are wise not to lump them all together, to see them all as fanatics, all as ultra-conservative hate-mongers, because that simply isn’t true.
Most of them really are good-hearted people who sincerely care about us and are afraid for the state of our souls and are urgently preaching at us because they are urgently trying to save us from damnation.  Most of them are good-hearted folks who don’t realize that they’ve been coached into a very small understanding of what constitutes faithful living.

Because of that coaching, they really can’t see the huge umbrella covering a huge diversity of faithful people.  Nor do they realize that they’ve been coached into a very narrow understanding of who God is, how huge God’s love is.
At any rate, aren’t you glad that you haven’t been sent to serve as the mouthpiece of a punitive God, but rather, as the mouthpiece of a loving God, you to be a messenger of God’s own good news?  However, what does it mean, that you have been sent to serve God with God’s words of good news in your mouth?

Some think it refers only to clergy, to those of us who are sent to serve as preachers.  Others think that having God’s words in human mouths doesn’t refer just to clergy, actually refers to all Christians, but specifically to those times in which we “witness,” that is, those times in which we talk aloud about the good news of God’s love.
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.”  Last week as I was thinking about that statement, I remembered how often the New Testament writers mentioned our mouths, what comes forth from our mouths, how important it is – what we say and how we say it.  Could it be that choosing our words carefully and choosing our manner of speaking just as carefully isn’t just a matter of being nice?

Could it be that God’s words are to be in our mouths all the time, such that we who are sent to serve are as much stewards of those words as of anything else?  If so, then our every conversation with anybody about anything comes into focus.  It means that there is for us no conversation in which we are free to speak words which are dirty and hurtful to any human being because the words of God put in our mouths would never besmirch or harm one of God’s own children.  Nor is there freedom for us in any conversation to speak in a way that’s inconsistent with God’s way of love and mercy and compassion and understanding and forgiveness.  If you and I are sent to serve as stewards of God’s own words, then in fact you and I lose a lot of freedom, the freedom to say whatever we want to say any way we want to say it.  In every conversation we have with anybody, we are to carefully guard our own tongues, carefully order and monitor what comes out of our mouths.  In every conversation – be it with family and friends, be it with strangers, be it with somebody we don’t like – we are to speak with acute awareness that God’s words are in our mouths, that what we say and how we say it are part of our stewardship, part of our calling as people sent forth to serve.
So, while you and I may be much relieved that we have not been sent to serve as Jeremiah was, have not been sent to serve as prophets, really our calling as Christians, as stewards of God’s own love words, our calling is no less difficult, is it?  Ours is in fact an awesome calling, to carefully choose the words and the way of speaking which will allow people to hear God’s loving voice.

Will we live fully into our calling?  Will we live our calling gladly and with passion, with as much passion as any prophet of old?  Well, we know for sure that none of us will live into that calling perfectly.  But, you know, if we keep our calling at the front of our brains and deep in our hearts, and if we lean into the power of the Holy Spirit’s help and guidance, we who are sent to serve can serve better and more beautifully than we may imagine possible.

“Now,” says the Lord God, “I have put my words in your mouth.”
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