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I say it to every bride and groom, during every wedding service I perform.  I say it because I believe it.  I say to them something like this.


“What the two of you are doing today is not just for you; it’s also for the sake of every person the two of you will encounter together for the rest of your lives.  Some people think that the loving companionship of marriage has only to do with the joy of the couple, and certainly marriage is for your joy.  But what you are doing today isn’t only for you; it’s also for me and for Henry and for everybody in this room and indeed for every person the two of you will encounter together from now on, for the rest of your lives.


“It’s like this:  when we see the two of you together, when we notice how you are together, holding hands, looking at each other tenderly, speaking with care, listening to each other attentively, when we notice how you respect and cherish each other with real affection, we receive through you a message from God, a reminder about how we children of God, whether we’re married or not, should treat each other.


“So, to be married is in part to live a holy calling for the sake of others, to be a visible and audible reminder of the way we human beings should share this world together.  Watching the way the two of you are together, something inside us stirs to whisper, ‘Ah, yes; I remember now.’”


That’s what I say during every wedding service.  I don’t always say it during Holy Union services, but that’s only because each Holy Union service is unique, with its own thematic emphasis, and there may not be an appropriate place in its liturgy for me to say it.  Nevertheless, the same holy calling is true in the union of same-gender partners:  when we see the two of you together and notice how you are together, we receive from God through you a reminder about the way all of us are to treat each other.

I believe that, and so I’m not always very patient with people who say, “It’s okay for homosexual partners to come to church together, as long as they don’t hold hands or anything.”  I try to be patient with people who say that.  I know that some of our sisters and brothers are still on that spiritual journey toward seeing the full beauty of God’s creation.

But, see, if we stop same-gender couples from being openly affectionate, we stop them from fulfilling that holy calling which they, like heterosexual couples, have.  They also are to be for us a reminder about how all of us children of God are supposed to treat each other.

Well, enough of that soap box.  To be together as a holy calling, together to be for others a visible and audible reminder of the way God’s children are to treat each other as we share God’s world:  that together calling, it is, you know, one of the callings of every Christian congregation, too.  When other folks see us together, when they watch the way we interact with each other as a good news community, when they notice the way we speak and listen and value each other’s perspectives, when they notice the way we treat each other as today’s Bible passage says church members ought to treat each other, “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” when others watch us living like that - and you never know who is watching us – something in them is stirred to whisper, “Ah, yes; I remember now.  This is the way human beings are supposed to live.”

Being together as a Christian congregation, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace:  I think there are actually three reasons for us to make that effort.  One, our togetherness as a congregation is something each of us personally really needs; for our own joy and well-being, we need that being-at-home with each other in a family of dear friends.  Two, our togetherness is pragmatically associated with our mission.  As a good news community we have a mission to tell and show the good news, to proclaim God’s love as we serve God’s children in all the world.  Obviously, no one of us can do that mission all by ourselves, utilizing only our own gifts.  But, just as obviously, we can’t do it if we’re not really together, if we’re fractured into cliques or something, not using our gifts to coordinate with and compliment the gifts of everybody else.

So, we need the unity of companionship personally for ourselves, and we need it pragmatically for the doing of our mission.  But there’s yet a third reason for our togetherness.  It’s the witness we proclaim, beyond words and deeds, proclaimed in how we be, in how we be together as we do together what we do.  We do all sorts of different things, we as fellow workers carrying the good news of the gospel that God loves everybody.  But, it’s how we be as we do which becomes a powerful witness itself.

Even as we are reaching out to others, it’s the way we treat our fellow workers which is itself a powerful witness, modeling togetherness, modeling the way to live in God’s love, the way to share God’s world in love and light and peace.  Remember, a lot of God’s children know little of a world of love and light and peace.  They’ve experienced the world as dark and violent, void of stability and trust, human interaction often a matter of hitting others before they have a chance to hit you.  But as we, the good news community, be together as we do together, we become a powerful witness to God’s power and grace, a powerful witness to another way of living, a powerful proclamation of hope.

And so today we gather around the Table together, as many yet one, as diverse yet together in Christ.  And this togetherness, this companionship with each other, it is for our joy; it is certainly something we ourselves need.  But let us remember also that our togetherness has another purpose.  Let us remember that we have a holy calling.  So, as we wait for the bread and cup to be passed along the pews, let that waiting time be a space for introspection, the kind of introspection all disciples need from time to time.

Let’s each of us, in the quiet of our own hearts, consider our own contribution to the togetherness of our good news community.  And then, let’s open ourselves to the Spirit, commit ourselves to go further with the Spirit, deeper into our holy calling, to be an even more powerful witness to God’s love, as we continue to treat each other “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
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